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The Inspection of the Designs and Symbols on the training
Clothes of Zurkhaneh
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1-Associate Professor- Alzahra University-Art Department
2-Iran National Carpet Centre, Tehran, Iran

Abstract

Zhorkhaneh is a place that has a close relation with heroic and from ancient times it
has been a place for training powerful men to fight enemies and protect country from
the invasion of offenders. Attending in Zorkhaneh and participating in its ceremonies
has special rules of etiquette and performing the athletic exercise by the heroics de-
mands wearing special kinds of sports clothes. This training clothes which is known
as” Tonban” or “Tonkeh” have special characteristics and the athletes should pass or-
ders of circumstances to be allowed to wear it. In spite of the fact that the clothes
of Zorkhaneh sports in Iran has an ancient and archaic background, but it has not
been studied clearly and comprehensively. This clothes always prepared from fabric
and leather and decorated from the traditional designs which rooted in ancient art of
Iran and contains symbolic designs. The prevalent decorated designs in this clothes is
mostly from botanical motifs such as Boteh Jegheh which appears in various forms and
types and known as a symbol of cypress tree. Boteh by reserving its herbal essence is
able to appear in other shapes and forms which is the consequence of art and creativity
of the artists in different ages. The designs are as the results of customs, myths and be-
lieves of the past people that comes into the views in training clothes of the Zurkhaneh
symbolically.

Aims:

1. Studying the Zorkhaneh clothes and its decorations

2. Studying the designs and symbols in Zorkhaneh clothes

Questions:

1. What are the components of Zorkhaneh clothing?

2. How is the decorated designs and motifs in Zorkhaneh clothes and what kinds of
concepts they represent?

The method of collecting matters and data that is used in this research was based on
the library, documentary and field study which has been accomplished by descriptive-
comparative methods.

Key words: Zorkhaneh, Clothes, Designs, Symbols.
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